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WUMBER XVIL

PARISH OF STONEHOTUSE

(COUNTY OF LANARK.)

By the Rev. MR. James MoREHESD,

Bituation and Extcnt.

THE parifh of Stonehoufe is in the county of Lanark, in

the prefbytery of Hamilton, and fynod of Glafgow and
Ayr;—18 miles from Glafgow,—7 and a half from Hamilton,
—and nearly the fame from Lanark. It is 5 miles in length,
and, at an average, nearly 2 miles in breadth. No exalt {ur=
vey has yet been taken of it ; but, by comparing what has been
furveyed, and what has not, it may be reafonably fuppofed to
contain nearly 6ooo acres. Of the above, it is computed, that
about 12 acres confift of mofs, and about 24 of muir. Al
the veft is arable, excepting the banks of the river. The {oil,
at the top of the parifh, is light; in the middle and lower end,
%t is alfo light, but mixed with fome clay. It islaid out moft-
ly in fmall farms. Four or five, perhaps, may pay between
6o and L. 80 of yearly rent; but, at an average, they do not
exceed 20 or L. 30.——1In the centre of the parifh, there is 2
very thriving village, called Stonchoufe. In the courfe of the
jalt 20 years, 35 new houfes have been built; and 2 or 3

more are to be built next fummer. Some of thele houfes con-
tail
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224 Statiftical Acvount

tain 2, 3, 4, and even 5 families. The village is principally
inhabited by weavers. A few have begun to carry on bufinefs
for themfelves: but, generally fpeaking, they are employed
by manufallurers clfewhere. Some begin working the loom,
at nine or ten years of age. _ The females are remarkable for
fpinning fine. The village above is fuppofed to draw L. 500
annually for that article. Some years ago, there was one
woman, who fpan to the extent of ten fpindles in the

pound.

Produce. The produce, which principally confifts of oats,
barley, and peafe, is, in general, more than what is necefla-
ry lor the confumption of the inhabitants. ‘The furplus is fent
to Hamilton, Glafgow, and Pailley. About 12 years ago,
an-attempt was made to raile wheat ; but, after repeated
trials, it was found not to anfwer, and is, therefore, moitly gi-
ven up. Every farmer lays his account to raife 10 or 12 bolis
of potatoes yearly ; and to fow about a peck, or a peck and a
half of lint feed, for family ufes. They have no fields either
of potatoes, flax, or turnip. In the middle and lower end of
the parifh, every farmer has forme parts of his ground in rye-
grafs. 'What they peculiarly attend to, is the dairy. It is,
in general, expedted, that the half, and in fome parts the
whole, cf hisrent fhould be paid by the produce of the byre.
T'hey deal greatly in rearing calves for the butchers, which
they fell from 204 to 3 or L. 4 each.

Difeafes.—"There is no difeale pecaliar to the parifh. What
has hitherto proved moft faral, is the finall-pox, which returns
every 4 or § vears. In 1778, 18 children were carried off in
the courfe of a few weeks. Some have begun to inoculate :
In every inftanee where tried, it was fuccefsful ; but the pre-

judices of the people agaiafl it are fo firong, that it is not
i~ gaining
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guming ground.  There are few ipflances of longevity. Some
have attained to 9o, but none, (at leaft for thele 30 years,) to

OO yLars of tEe.

Rivers and Mincral Springs. The Avon, which rifes
in the parithes of Avondale and Galfton, pafles through 2
part of this diftrict, and runs into the Clyde, not far from
Hamilton. — Near the village of Stonchoul, it has a fall which
There is a mineral {pring

would anfwer for a cotton muill.
at Kittymuir, which has been found to be of fervice in
feorbutic diforders. It would, probably, be more reforted to,
if fome attention were paid to the welly, and if there were
better accommodations near it.

Mines.
the parifh, the property of Mr Lockhart of Caftle-hill, which

Seme years ago, there was a good coal-work 1

was afterwards, in a great meafure, abandoned. Of late,
different trials have been made, and it is hoped, it will again be
fot a going. The parith, in the meun time, has not {uffered
much, bclng abundantly fupplhied with coal from 3, and now
4, different coallicries in the parith of Dalferf, the neareft,
fearcely a mile, and the farthelt, not four from the village.
At prefent, they coft at the work, 1efd. per cart, which is
more than double what tI]t‘}" were 3o years age. A cart is fup-
pofed to contain about 3o ftone, Trone weight. ——"The pa-
rifli abounds in lime 3 which has been much ufed of late, for
the purpofes of farining. It is generally fold in fhelis, at
17 2: 10 the kiln, and to the tenants of the proprictors, at
I.2:5. A kin contains 100 bolls of flacked lime. In
the river, and on the top of the lime ftone, there is plenty
of cxcellent iron ftone; which, in all probability, will be-
come foon an object of importance.~"There are alfo fine quar-

Vor. 11, Ff rics
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220 Statiftical Account

ries of free {tone, eafy to be got at, which has been of great
fervice in the late buildings.

Population.—By a lift taken in 1696, which feems to have
been made out by Mr Foyer, the then minifter, there appears
to have been, at that time, 872 fouls in the parifh: of thefe
272 refided in the village, and 600 in the country. The re-
turn to Dr. Webfter in 1755, was 823 fouls. By a Lift made
out by the prefent minifter in November laft, there were
found to be 1060; of whom §93 refided in the village, and
467 in the country. The village confequently has increafed
321, and the country decrcafed 133, fince 1696. The in-
creafe, on the whole, in the laft 40 years, is 237. Of the a-
bove 1c6o, there are,

Males. Females.

In the village - 263 - - 310
In the country - 222 - - 245
485 575

Majority of females, upon the whole, is go.

Families in the village - " - 181
in the country - - - 99
360

Every family, wt an average, will contain little more than
fl.]'ur-

General Divifion.

Farmers, who make it their bufinefs - - 1]
Weavers - - - - 131
viioe-makers - - - - 15

Mafons
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Mafons - - - - -
Wnghts - - - - -
Miners - - - - - -
Smiths - - - - - -
Different millers - - - -
Taylors - - - -

OO a DD

Coopers - - - - -
Married - - - - - 344
Widows and widowers - - -
Under 20 years, fuppofed - - " 400

LA
g

Births.—It is impoflible to afcertain the number of births:
though there is a regifter kept, yet it cannot be depended up-
on. Some of the antient Diffenters feem never to have regif-
tered their children at all. Many of the Eftablifhed Church
forget it. Since the late duty was impofed, there are many
who refufe it. Some on account of the expence, and fome
from a miftaken notien of religion. Some who now refide inone
parifh, regifter in another, becaufe it happened to be their
former place of refidence; and ftrangers fometimes regifter in
this, becaule their children, by fome accident, have been bap-
tized in it.  As it flands, the average will be found to be 235
precifely, reckoning from rthe beginning of the regifter, which
was in 1696, till November 1990, there being 2275 baptifms
recorded. Wo regilter appears for the years 1721, and 1722,
excepting 2 at the beginning of 1721, and 4 at the end of 1722,
which are not included in the above. Multiplying o1, the
number of ycars, by 25, the number of children, the pro-
duct is 2275, precifely.

Deaths.—It is difficult to afcertain the number of deaths
Of thefe there is no regifter kept. The only thing, that can
throw any light upon it, is the account of the mortcloths,

Ffz kept
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kept by the treafurer for the'poor.  But this will not be found
quite fatisfaltory ;- becaufe fome, who refide in this pa-
¥ith, bury in another, and confequently get a mortcloth from
them ; while ftrangers, fometimes, bury in this; and, fuppo-
fing thefe to be equal, which it is probable they are, the mat-
ter will be uncertain, becaufle mortcloths are {uldom required
for children under two years of age. As it flands, the an-
nual average for thefe laft twenty years, will be found to be

7 and %°.

Aarviages.~—~—"There is no authentic regiiler of marrviages.
A lift of proclamations, in order to marriage, is kept, both by
the precentor and treafurer for the poor. Thefe iwo have
been compared, annd found to agree. According to them,
there have been, of proclamations, from the beginning of the
year 1761, to the end of the yvear 1790, inall, 28¢ : Of chefc
= mufil be difcounted, becaufe the marriages did not take place.
Of the remaining 282, in 137 inftances, hoth parties refided
in the parifh ;—in 75, the mn refided, but not the woman ;
and in 71, the woman refided, but not the man. Thefe
falls being afcertained, every perfon will be able to firike an
annual averape, according as his vivvs arey in making the in-

r;uir}r.

Difinters.~Tt is'not ealy to dfcertain the preciie number of
diflenters from the LEftakliflicd Church, principally, becanfe

m:mjr'ﬁ:nrf‘t-l}r know to what particularfeét they belong. Suach

licads of families, as have come te a determination on this

point, are as under :

Camerontans - - 4 DPrefbytery of Pelief 23
Antiburghers - § Durghers - I3
On the {uppofitien, that the above heads are followed by

their
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their families, and according to the average of families above
mentioned, the number of diflenters will be fomewhat more

than 140.

Reuty, &' The valuation of the parith is 1. 2721 Scotss
the real rent cannot be exaltly known. The heritors at pre-
feat amount to 13. Four of thefe only have L. too of valu-
ation 3 and none f{uch refide in  the parifh. DMote than
onc half is the property of Mr Lockhart of Caftle-hill; who
is alfo patron,

[

Psor.~—The: {tated poor on the ilk, in the year 1790, were
13. The expence of mamntaining them amounted to L. 37: 123
1.. 4 or L.z more were diftributed in, what is called, occafional
charity. The funds, for defraying the above expence, are raifed

it the following manner :

Bv colledlions, {at an average) - - T..14 ® o
Intevelt of L. 120 of principal flock - - 6 o ©
Maoncy arifing from mortcloths, {(at an average) 4 O ©
from proclamations of marriage o 8 a

—

Li2g4 B8 =

Ii the above is not fuflicient, as has been the cale for fome
Years, then a flent is laid upon the parith, one half of which is
mid by the Imrimrs,!accmdiug to their valuation, and the other
Lialf by the inhabitants, according to their circumftances.—
None of the parifhioners are allowed to beg, though we
are much troubled with beggars from other pariihes.

™
Stipend.——The ftipend of this parifh is 97 bolls, 7 pecks

and a half of meal, and L.16:12:6, in money. Some
years
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years ago, it was paid by 6o different hands; at prefent by
42. The glebe is about 4 acres of arableground, and about an
acre of pafture, At anannual average, ftipend and glebe will
amount to a little more than L. 84 fterling. The manfe
was built in the year 1761: it coft the heritors, befides
the old manfe, valued at L. 20, to the extent of L. rg3.——
The church was rebuilt in the year 1772 ; the expence betwixt
400 and L. gco.

Prices of Provifions.~~The prices of provifions in November,
1790, were agfollows:

A boll of meal - - - 165 Gd.
Beef, per ftone - - - §s Od.
Hens - - - - 1s 3d.
Eggs, by the dozen " - - gd.
Dutter, by the pound - - - gd.
Beft cheefe, do. - - - 45d.
Inferior, or fcum, do - - - 3.
Wages.

A man fervant, exclufive of vi€tuals, per arn-

numn - - - I..8 10 e
A female, do. do. - - 3 10 ©
A labourer by the day, withoat vi€iuals © I ©
In hay or harveft - - o I Oorgd
Women in harveft - - O 1 o©
Mafons - - - o 1 O
Taylors - - - - c X ©

Horfes, Comvsy and Carts.—-——The parifh, in former times,
was divided into forty ploughgates. ©On the fuppofition, that
every plough has g5 horfes, young and old, 12 cows, and

L. ]

a
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3 carts, the amount will be 200 horfes, 480 cows, and 120
carts. 'The carts are always drawn by one horfe only.--There
are fome fheep, mofltly in the upper part of the panth. “They
are fuppofed not to excesd § {core.

Roads and Bridges.
and it i3 not eafy to fay, how they can be made better. They

The roads are not in good repair;

are much hurt by the carriage of coal and lime. Materials
to mend them are ill to be got. There are no turnpikes with-
in the parith,
fwept away by one flood, in the year r771: but they were

Two bridges over the Avon were bath

rebuilt in a year or two after,—partly by private contributions,
and partly from the county funds.

Mifcellancons Objevvations.—The produce of the year 1782
fell thort of what was neceflary, for the confumption of the
parith. The deficiency was made up, by fome of the more
wealthy inhabitants, who purchafed foreign grain, and fold 1t
without profit.~~By fobriety, frugality, and a more diligent
attention to bufinefs, the difficulties of that unfortunate {eafon,
were got over more ealily than could have been cxpellted.--—
"The parochial {chool-mafter has 100 merks of fulury, whici
at prefent is paid by 47 different hands. His perquifites, at an
average, amount to 205 annually, The number of his {cho-
ars are about 503—his wages 15 3d. per quarter j—one third
is dedudted for the vacation quarter., The amount of the

, Whole about L. 18: his payments are il made; and
{fomething ought tohe done, to make his fituation more comfor-
table. He has a houfe, and fchool-houie allowed him by the
parifhi. They were built in 1481 ; and colt the heritors up-
wards of L. go0.--Belides the parochial {chool, there 1s one ge-
sierally at the head, and another, fometimes, at the foot of the
garifh. The expence is defrayed by the parents of the children.

2 There
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There are 4 alchoufes, who have taken out a licence, all in the
village. No very bad cffecls, on the morals of the inhabitants,
have yet been felt from them ; but many {ufpect, that this will
not long be the cafe.-~The difference betwixt employing cotta-
gers and hired fervants, in agriculture, cannot be afcertained
here, few or none in the parifh, having employed the former.
—There is no jail in the parifh 3 or were any of the parithion~
ers in prifon, during the year 1790- Indeed there has been
no juifticiary trials of any of the people of this parifh, for thefc
40 years, one excepted, who was punifhed by whipping.
The people in general, are of a middle fize j~—healthy in their
conftitution j—decent in their conduét,—and, though they may
have fome real, and fome imaginary grievances, yet they are
2s much contented with their ftate, 2s mofl of their neigh-

bours.

NUMBER
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